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Farm Safety 

Flowing grain in a storage bin or gravity-flow wagon is like 
quicksand — it can kill quickly. It takes less than five seconds for a 
person caught in flowing grain to be trapped.  

The mechanical operation of grain handling equipment also 
presents a real danger.  Augers, power take offs, and other moving 
parts can grab people or clothing. 

These hazards, along with pinch points and missing shields, are 
dangerous enough for adults; not to mention children.  It is always 
advisable to keep children a safe distance from operating farm 
equipment.  Always use extra caution when backing or 
maneuvering farm machinery.  Ensure everyone is visibly clear and 
accounted for before machinery is engaged. 
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To find contact information for 
your local office go to 
www.fsa.usda.gov/md 

FSA wants all farmers to have a productive crop year and that 
begins with putting safety first. 

 
 

Payment Limitations by Program 

The 2014 Farm Bill established a maximum dollar amount for each program that can be received 
annually, directly or indirectly, by each person or legal entity. Payment limitations vary by program 
for 2014 through 2018. 

Below is an overview of payment limitations by program. 

Commodity and Price Support Programs The annual limitation for the Agriculture Risk Coverage 
(ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market 
Loan Gains is $125,000 total. 

Conservation Programs The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) annual rental payment and 
incentive payment is limited to $50,000. CRP contracts approved before Oct. 1, 2008, may exceed 
the limitation, subject to payment limitation rules in effect on the date of contract approval. 

The Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) has an annual limit of $200,000 per disaster event. 
The Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP) has an annual limit of $500,000 per disaster 
event. 

Disaster Assistance Programs – 2017 & Subsequent Years 

The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) and 
Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) have a $125,000 per person and legal entity single 
payment limitation that applies to the total amount of program year payments received.  

Payment limitations also apply to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) programs. 
Contact your local NRCS office more information. 

 

Storage and Handling Trucks Eligible for Farm Storage 
Facility Loans 

Farm Storage Facility Loans (FSFL) provide low-interest financing so producers can build or 
upgrade facilities to store commodities. Some storage and handling trucks are eligible for the FSFL. 
These include: 

• Cold Storage Trucks-A van or truck designed to carry perishable freight at specific 
temperatures. Cold storage trucks can be ice-cooled or equipped with any variety of 
mechanical refrigeration systems. 

• Flatbed Trucks-Truck with an open body in the form of a platform with no side walls for 
easy loading and unloading. These trucks can be categorized into different sizes which 
range from light, medium, or heavy duty, compact or full-size, or short and expandable 
beds. 



• Grain Trucks-A piece of farm equipment specially made to accommodate grain products 
and are traditionally truck chassis units with a mounted grain “dump” body where grain 
commodities are transported from a field to either a grain elevator or a storage bin. 

• Storage Trucks with a Chassis Unit-Commonly referred to as a box truck, box van or 
straight truck, is a truck with a cargo body mounted on the same chassis with the engine 
and cab. 

To be eligible for FSFL, the storage and handling truck must be less than 15 years old and have a 
maximum of four axles with a gross weight rating of 60,000 pounds or less. Pick-up trucks, semi-
trucks, dump trucks, and simple insulated and ventilated vans are ineligible for FSFL. 

FSFL for storage and handling trucks must be $100,000 or less. FSFL-financed storage and 
handling trucks must be used for the purpose for which they were acquired for the entire FSFL term. 

Eligible commodities include grains, oilseeds, pulse crops, hay, honey, renewable biomass 
commodities, fruits and vegetables, floriculture, hops, maple sap, milk, cheese, yogurt, butter, eggs, 
meat/poultry (unprocessed), rye and aquaculture. 

For more information or to apply for a FSFL, contact your local FSA Service Center. 

 

Maintaining the Quality of Farm-Stored Loan Grain 

Bins are ideally designed to hold a level volume of grain. When bins are overfilled, and grain is 
heaped up, airflow is hindered, and the chance of spoilage increases. 

Producers who take out marketing assistance loans and use the farm-stored grain as collateral 
should remember that they are responsible for maintaining the quality of the grain through the term 
of the loan. 

 

Tree Assistance Program (TAP) Sign-up 

Orchardists and nursery tree growers who experience losses from natural disasters during calendar 
year 2018 must submit a TAP application either 90 calendar days after the disaster event or the 
date when the loss is apparent. TAP was authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as a permanent 
disaster program. TAP provides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree 
growers to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by natural disasters. 

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial 
purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for 
commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible. 

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 
percent mortality from an eligible natural disaster, plus an adjustment for normal mortality. The 
eligible trees, bushes or vines must have been owned when the natural disaster occurred; however, 
eligible growers are not required to own the land on which the eligible trees, bushes and vines were 
planted. 

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12 
months from the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to 
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trees, bushes or vines, for which a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 500 acres 
annually. 

 

Youth Loans 

The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural income-
producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must 
be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to 
repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience. The 
maximum loan amount is $5000. 

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 

• Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, 
American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident 
alien 

• Be 10 years to 20 years of age 

• Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements 

• Be unable to get a loan from other sources 

• Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined 
above 

• Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance 
and assistance from a project advisor.<span style="mso-spacerun: yes"> </span>The 
project supervisor must recommend the youth loan applicant, along with providing adequate 
supervision. 

Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms. 

 

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers 

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture 
production. Loans are available for operating type loans and/or to purchase or improve farms or 
ranches.  

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority 
funding for members of targeted underserved applicants.  

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, 
ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to 
his or her individual qualities.  

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans, 
American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. 

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable 
to obtain the needed credit elsewhere. 

 



 

 

Selected Interest Rates for December 2018 

90-Day Treasury Bill 2.750% 

Farm Operating Loans — Direct 4.000% 

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 4.250% 

Farm Ownership Loans — Down 

Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher 
1.500% 

Emergency Loans 3.750% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years) 3.125% 

Sugar Storage Facility Loans 3.250% 

Commodity Loans 1996 - Present 3.750% 

 

Dates to Remember 

Dec. 15 
Crop reporting deadline for fall forage 

seeding and fall-seeded grain. 

Dec. 25 MD FSA offices closed for Christmas. 

Dec. 31 NAP application deadline for potatoes. 

Jan. 1 
MD FSA offices closed for New 

Year’s Day. 

Jan. 1 
Newly elected county committee 

members take office. 

Jan. 2 
NAP crop reporting deadline for 

honey. 

Jan. 15 
Crop reporting deadline for apples, 

peaches, and grapes. 

Jan. 15 
NAP crop reporting deadline for stone 

fruits. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 


